
HON. I>AMi:L WEBSTER'S AUDitBSS
BE FORK THE

NEW YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
AT

N- 1 B JL O ' S THEATRE.

Tremendous Crowd and Great
Enthusiasm.

Most fciucccssful Debut on the Stasje.
Affording to aonounsoment, tho Hon. Daniel

Webster deliverd an address last evening, before
the Historical Society, at Niblo's harden. The
do »rs of the theatre wcro thrown open at h v!f-
past Biz o'olock, and such a rush was never seen
at Niolo's before.saoh a dense multitude never
llJed its capacious preeiuets. The elite and
fashion of the whole city soaca to h ivo congre¬
gated together, and tha greatest enthusiasm
prevailed. AH the straugers at tho dUForont
hotels. all the clergy of tha metropolis.the
members of the legal profession, and other
professions.the literateurs and tho polUici-
Oians.together with an array of fem ilo beauty ani
fashion that cast the mo»t brilliant nights of the
opera into the shade.presented euah an astern
blage as has rarely, perhaps never, met within tho
walla of any building in JNew York. Not oaly was

.very seat oooupied in a very few minutes, with
tbe exoeption of the parquetto.which was reserved
for the members of the society.but evory chair
about the theatro was bronght into requisition; an l
still vast notnbara wcro compelled to stand in the
baek ground. Hundreds who remained, never hear 1
or saw him at all, and mat.y went away in despair.
There was, in fact, a perfect furore, whatever ex¬
cited it.
At a quarter past seven o'clock, Mr. Webster

mado his appcarance in the diaing saloon, where
he was introduced to the President, the committee,
and the members of the sooioty, who hadassomblod
there. having been admitted by members' tickets.
Immediately after, they prooeeded in a body to o>
oupy the parquotte, which had been reserved far
them.

It was arranged that Mr. Webster should address
the audienje from tho stage ; and accordingly tho
great 6tar appeared there in all his glory, precisely
at half past seven o'clock Ho was acoompanied by
tho eommittoo and executive officers. His appear¬
ance was the signal for one *f tho most treinendtui
bursts of applause wo ovor hcird. Tho dibiU of tho
honorable go&tloman was completely successful.
He wore a white vest, as urn *1, and seomed in gooi
health and spirits. He took his seat at a table for

a few minute?, till quiet wa3 secured in the audienco.
The assemblage was thon called to order by the

President, who anuouncod that liev. Dr. Dewey
would open tho proceedings by prayer.
The Re7. gentleman then offered a prayer of

somo length, imploring a blessing upou thj society,
atd ooncliuling wit li "tho Lord's Prayer."
Luther Bradish, Kaq , the President of thosoe'e-

ty.then int roduced Mr Webster formally to tho au¬

dience, saying ho would not detain them by any
remarks of his, knowing how impatient thoy mint
be to near tho great man w'ao wis now before
them.
Tho H?n. Daniel Webster then presented him-

te'f, and the sc?ae of enthusiasm baft! js all descrip¬
tion. When tho tumultuous cheering, waving
of hats and handkerchiefs, subsided, ha pro¬
oeeded to deliver his address, as folio fts, whijh he
did with great distinctness and offcct, making him¬
self heard plainly in every part of the house, except
by these who were oomplotely in tho background:.

THE ADDRESS.
Tho objcot of your association, gentlemen, liko

tbat of e thers of similar character, id h'ghly impor¬
tant. llistoricdl fcccicties r.re auxiliary to histor-
cal compositions Tkcy collect tho material from
which the great narrative of events is, in due time,
to bo framed. Tho transactions of publio bodies,
local histories, memoirs of all kind, statistics, laws
©rdicances, public debates, and discussions, w.rks
of po-iedioal litsrature, and tho public journals
whether of political events, of commerce, literature
or tho arts, all find their places in the collections of
historical societies. But thrse collections are not
history; they aro otly elements for history. Histo¬
ry is a higher namo, and imports literary prodm
ticiiF of the first order.

Jt is prcsnmptuous in me, whoso labors and
studies have been so long devoted to other object',
to speak in the presence of those whom I scs before
me, of the dignity and importance of history ia its
just sense; and yet I find pleasure in breaking iu upon
tho course of dally pursuits, and indulging, for a
time, in reflections upon topics of literature, and ia

1 he remembrance of the groat examples of historic
art. Woll written history must always bj thj re¬

sult of genius and tasto, as well as of attainment
It stands next to cpio poetry, in the productions of
tho human mind. If it requires lo?s of invention
than tuat, it is not behind it in dignity and impor¬
tant. The powor of tho epic oomists ia tho
narrative of real or supposed events, and the repre¬
sentation of real, or at least natural, characters;
and history, in its noblest examples, is an account
of occurrences, in which great events aro com¬

memorated, and distinguished men appoar as

agents and aotors. Epic poetry and the drama
pre but narratives.tho former partly, and the
latter whol'y, in tho form of d'alotfue ; but t'aoir
characters and persorages are uoualiy tho creations
ef the inangioatiou.

Severs history sometime assumes.tho dialogue
or fir.'.matie form, and, witkout departing from
truth, is embellished by tuppoetd colloquys or

rceches, aj in tho production of that great ma, tor
'!'i>uv Livius, or that greater master still, Thuey-
ilides.
The drawing of character!!, consistent with go*

ccrrl truth or.d fidelity, ii do violation of histori¬
cal aocuracj; it is only an illustration or aa oaia-

i> cut.
When Llvy i3cribes an appropriate «p :ch tooaj

if bis historical perconagos, it is only as if bo had

) ttri.jcd tho saino cLaraetor in iinguago pro
(cf otily hb o'yq. Lord Clarendon's presentation,
n his ocn words, of tbe character ot LorJ Fa'k
luni, ore of tbo h;ghest and most successful sfl'orts
of personal description, ia hardly different from vliat

it would havo been, if bo had put into tho mouth o.

'^o d Falkland a speech exhibiting t io s:»aie qu%!i-
i .b o> the mind and to heart, the same opiuioas,
and the skuio attachments. Homer describes tho

i jliona cf porscna^er, vh'e'j, if not real, are so

lonpglned os to bo cic.. tmaMe to tha general oiia-
Tsctoristics ofmca in tin hot^ic .*£cs. If h's rela
t.cn bo r.ot historically tuio, it is such, Ticrerthe-

¦ ;s, m, mak'mg due allowance for p09tieal ombjl
;iihmcnts, roijiht havo been true. And in M'ltoa's
grcrtcpie, 'vhlc.^ is so. nimoct. entire'y mad.) up of
vi.rratnes audbpccchcr, taero ia nothing repugnant

. ctho petcra! conception w^ic'i wo form of tho
character? of th ro wu*so sentiments and coaiuec
.10 portrays

t ut 1 istrry, V? it Illustrates and n<i>ms, on-
" n itself i fie \ a.id to tho narra'ivo ot' Vinl
c i.' a I is r ot tar from tru' h to say, tk.'t well

and c i 'i.jj i* the o io of roal I.e.
i» p'a"i'S tbe acuo <>' tutu i.: an attractive and In
; Mr. g light; rejv g is improper m d rn
; liuoi -, \< hU'i it«) picture vi.k real, just, as.d well

u iueges.
And t;.e canity o! i'AofJ eon'Vs in reciting

t. nt s with t nth a:'! u'^ra y. and in presenting
nd their actions in a dtM a.id in-
Ihe lii.- <. u- -.t in l.i itor.y, the-o
.tsj; and this t'u* i'ulm ta must K»

cecrit.-il 'u aooucrete ! iu. < I ica! r isnoc
('(.. if It ix no1, a rud^ ci'l't fl'ifi) <>f 4 't.4. osoir-

ieet, and MtM. It adopt« r.otbiog tnat is not true;
1 '.cm r.ot , 4,...r; ,, i r tr Uh», a d

K minor transaevkM. ll ii a MoposttioR, a pro
., .1. ha u:ii ; ol design, 1 k'< a k yf

.. aryor. i',i»intit ;,u idk.'epi ooi itantlyinvi w

. ,e re at end <>r resui ;. Its p irtn, thoreftro, aro o
ic | v ei y iK'ju^tt'd and woll proportioned- 'i.'ue
fiic i ian is ar. nrti't a.^ true to fai.t as other arti'is
...c ;o uaturc; andthoi ^lino may soiuetiuics ombel-
li.b.ho ii"ver Hi!^n<presoDt*; ho ma.f oecasioi uly
ivrliape, color too higb'y, bit tho truth is still nsi-

n eg.
I li

*le through the lights and shade*. ThU unity of
design eoems essential to »'.l grea*. produ«ioJS.
With all the vaiiety of tho Iliad, H>mor kept tio
wrath of AcadUs, and its oousequeuoes, *l*avs in
view ; when he of the o*plom of other heroes,
tbey were "ilently gMborJinated to the son of Tnoti*.
Stilt more remaikaW'e is tho uni'.y in variety of the
Od, sfev, the character of which is m'lih moro ooai-

plie.ted, but all tho i>»rts are artfully adapted to
each uth'.'r, and they have a o;u una centre of ir.-
teret a* it setion. tho jrreat end being iho rostora-
H< n of Ulysses to his native Ithaca. Virg 1, in tho
yKoeid, lung of nothing but the man and his ao'.J,
» h > brought, the Tr^jxa gods to Ltaiv, aud laid thn
foundation of the imperial walls of itoruo; and
Milton of nothing but

RictiV lirft diaohe.iI»nce, and the fruit
Of that forbidden tree, who-* mortal taste
Brought death Into the world.

And the bene h storical production! of ancient and
of modera times h-ivo b? en written, with equal
fitit-'ily to or e leading th muht or purpose.

It has bten said by Lord Bollngbroke, that *' his¬
tory i-' philosophy teaching hy example;" a-i bj
lcio Polmgbroke, Shakfpeare has raid :.

'. Thne is a history i:i all men's lires,
Tlgurtcg the uature ot the liaiK deceased;
The *hiuh observed. a di»i tuay proph*cr,
With a tear aim. ot the inslu chance cf things,
Ak yet not ocojd to life, which in their
Hetdr and weak beginning* lie entreusurcd.
t*uch things aeoome the hatch aud brood of time;
And, by tiie necessary form of tt'ts,
King Kichbrd ought cr-ate a perfect gn«M,
'ih»t great Northu-aheilund, tht-n toh'm.
Would of that htf) grow to . greater falseness,
WIikS should not fltd a grouud to rest upon,
I'nWs on you."
..Are the/re thing*. th*n, necesfititB ?
Thtn let us meet them like ueoeetfities

Acd a wiser man thas either .Bolingbroko or
fcbakspearo has declared
.

" T.h® that hattW><"?n, it is that which ¦'hall be:
and that which in done, is th*t wliinli shall bs done:
ftuu there is to new thing ULtier the hun."
These sayings are all just, aril they proceod

uf on tho idea that tho essential characteristic* of
human naturo aro the namo everv where, and in all
ages.

This, doubtlo'S, is truo ; and so far as history
presents the qualities and propensities of human
nature, it doos teach by example. Bolinghroka
adds, with remarkablo power o' expression, "that
the school of example ij the worid, and its great
masters or teaoherB are history and experienoo "

riut the character of mai so oauoh varies, from
age to age, botn in his individaal and ooll lotivo
capaoity, ihero comcs suoh a chango of circum¬
stances, so many new objects of desire and aver-
won, and bo miny^ new and powerful motives
spring op in his mind, that the conduct of men,
in one ugo, or tinder one stats of circuin.stanoe.i,
is no sure and precise indication of what will
be their conduct, when times and circumstances
alter ; to that the example of the past,
botore it can beootne a useful instructor to
tho present, must bo reduced to elemen¬
tary principles in human nature, freed from tho
influence ct conditions which were temporary and
Have changed, and applied to tho same principles
under new relations, with a different degree of
knowleago, and the impulses arising from the alter¬
ed state ol things. A savnge has the passions of
ambition, revenge, love ana glory ; and ambition
aim love, revenge and the hope of renown, aro also
elements in the character of civilized life : but the

j developenjcnt of thoso pasdans, in a state of bar
il'8,,ru.Qt« ua as to tho manner in

, whicb they will exhibit themselves in a cultivated
period ox socicty.
And so it is ol religious sentiment and feeling. I

believe man is everywhere, more or leas, a religious
being ; that is to say, in all countries, and at all
jioics, Lo feels the tio which connoots him with an
invisible power

it is true, indeed, and it ii a roma?kab!o fast in
the history ot mankind, that in tho very lowest
stngo of human existence, and in the opposito ex¬
treme of high civilization, surrounded with every-
thing luxurious in lile. ami with all tho means ol
human knowledge, tho id' a of an unseen and
superior governor ot tho universe is mast Lkely to
be cqualJy doubted or disregarded.

Iflo lowest of human, savage existence, and the
intellectual and refined atheism, such as we have
seen exhibited in our day, teem to bo strangely
coincident in this respect; though it is from oppo¬
site caurcs and influences that these clas;ed are led
to doubt or deny the existence of a supreme power.
«ut both these are exceptions to the general cur¬
rent of human thought, and tho general conviction
of our nature.

Ma.ii is naturally religions; but than hia roligion
i takes its character from his condition, his do^ree of

knowledge, anu his associations; aud, therefore, it is
tiuc that ihe religious 1'eeliLg which operates in
ono state of society, and under one degree of light

. and knowledge, is not a sa.'e example to prove its

| prohablo iifiuence and operation under circum¬
stances easeutiully different; t.o that when we re¬
gard history as our instructor, in the dorclopeir.eiit
el the perceptions and oharacter of men, and in tha
motives which uetuata thom, thoro comes a con-
C'lnitant rush of altered cireu Jistances, which aro
all to be considered and regarded.

History, therefore, is an example which may
teach us tho general principles of human nature,
but does not instruct us greatly in its various pos¬
sible developments.
What 1 'r. Johnson said, in his comparison of Dry-

den and Pope, is not inapplicable to this topic.
' Dry den," said be, "knew more of man ia hi3
general natuio, at d Pope in his local manners."
iJrydcn s sentiments, therefore, aro the exemplar of
human nature in genoral, Pepe'a of buma a naturo
as modified in particular relations and circutnstan-
ces. And wbat :s tiue of individual man, is true,
also, of rociety and government.

lbe love of liberty, for initance, is a passion and
sentiment, which existed in intense force in tho Gre¬
cian reriublics, and in iho early history of Rome.

I it exists now. chielly, and first of all, on that por-
Hon ol tho Western continent in which we livo.
llorc it burns with heat and with splendor beyond
alKrrecinn and all Roma n example. It is uot a

Hght in tho temple of Minerva, it is not a vestal
li«mc_in Rome; it is the light ot the sua, it is tho

J illumination of all the cctistollations. IJarth, air,
aid ocean, nndall the heavens above us, are filled
with its glorious illumination; aud, therefcro,
though tho passion a;.d tho sentiment aro the
snmr, yet bo who nould reason from Greoian
liberty, or from Roman freedom, to our intelligent
American liberty, would bo holding a farthing can-
die to tho orb of day.
The magnificent fuaeral oration of Pcriclos over

those who fell ia the Pelopcnesian war, is one of the
grandest oratorical productions ol antiquity It
contains sentiments and excites emotions congenial
to the minds of all lovers ot liberty, in allrogiojj
and a' ail tim.s it exhibits a stiong and ardent
attachment to country, which true patriots always
feel. an undaunted courage in jts defence, and a re¬
solution aid a willingness to pledge and hazard all
for the maintenance of liberty. 1 cannot deny my¬
self tbo pleasure of quoting a few passages from
that cclenrated address :.

"I ti all, therefore, begin fir.'t," said Periclps,
"wi'hotir forei'atbers, since befrh justice an l d-i-
coney require, wo should cn this occasion ocstow
on them an honorable remembrance. In this, our
country, tfcey kept themselves alwajs firuilysettlci,
acd through their valor") handed it down j~r< > to J
ovciy since suecccding generatien Woithy ia-
(Jeta of praise ure thty, and jet more woniiy aro
our in;me*iiiato fathers ; since, cularg ig their own
mheritaneo irto tho extensive em^cra which wo
nowpt tsass, they bequeathed that, their work of
toil, to us their ;ob3. Vet, even t'c. o succ
v.e ouneivo.', htro f efent, wo vbo are yet ia the
s'jccj. ih and vigor ol our dsy.", h..«o noblyiiu-
pr" and have made such provu.»u8 [or liiis, our
Athers, tbi'.t nowit is all-su'lioier. in itSvlttuaj3 ier
evciy exigence of ffaratdol jv-a-^o
" t ut ny wbat m-. tbocJs wo havo ri t'n to tbia

hei^M of glery and p i»er. by wiia p |-,ty :i d hy
wbat co: onet we are tbui a^g'an'dizeJ, I -i,*.. Qrtt
erdcavor to sbow, ard then proceed to tns j riiso
of tbo deceased. The-e, in my opinit.c, can bo no
in patient tr pe'rg on this (/CO!l^io^; tr.e uneusiion
of tbetu nust bo benelioial to this numerouj com
par y of Athtniacc acd of strangers.
" Wo are 1 ?Pi-y iu afoixji ti' government which

cannot en\y tho ir.rra of our n, i^:jo >r ; for it ha.ti
served an a model to othe.s, but is original at
Athena A :.d tbia cur f< r u, i? c> mmUtud not to
th'* few, but to the *boio b»tiy of ta« p^oole, is
called a democracy 1 low different soever in a pri*
vatc capacity, we all enjoy tie eamo genera', equ '1-
iiy which enr laws a*e fitted to pre1' rve, aud unp*-
rur hotort just as wo excel. Tho \ ol>!ic adminls
tratioa ii not confined tp a iiartieu'jt IV.w;'.y, but is
attainable only by merit. Poverty i>. a hiti-
drrtce,Ji inoif.Aboever is able to ser e is country,

| meets with do obstacle to preferment from b!* first
e bi eurity. '1 1'.« efbees of > ho iStn.a * o ^ tUioiiga

| W'tVout obitjuotioi v trom ceo nrtMker. and live t -

1 gittiiiathe mutual end-armrnts or private li.'e
- witacutruspiciunij E' t angry wltii a i.«i^hUjr f->r

( lollowieg lb^ bent of his ovva honor, nor ut oii< on
t; »c c. u te um.co ef u> -content wbic'-i fain-, tnou, o

it f!,tt;vi | ui.i-h; so that in ft it a* a lile we co i -eieo
without i il J r.ce or damage, w i wc d re notoa

any sic. unt t i t .;d against tiio put. :ic, tVir ur*:i rba
levt/ci. we i r to the D utUtra and t e la ti;

! chiefly to tht.ie eracted tot t 'o redrew vt t^o in-
ju-eu, Mtd tw tnc. -e ui.' nun 1-,.., a b;<.aci e»i
* b'. h is r> ite a I'.i ditgrai. i

"Wo v;nnt no Hoiuet to bn t'\n h^roll of onr

p; afst; no | oo to deck oil .vhif ory with tuecbat >.¦«
o. \x m, us tho op'r.i. n i f cx.ilaiM tuimti suifcr
i'. ct relation. iCrory Sua bcc.i oj ctf -i ->y
' s'» ' L '. !>'.d evciy lar.d La'.h b -en pen trated by
. i f »V, wbieti ba\.- (MJ neie 1 t bebi' l
' 1,1 1 ( r' ' oi uu-eT1 ia be b oi our o iu .j at.d
c«r friendship.

' A lor yon ^ o icv survivo them, you mry
v eil i 'ay for a totter f -rt.uno, but yon mu'^t. never-
tlclcss, consider a your duty to prescrvo tbo s,.uie

Sjiii-iiLd «< armth ol coiirai; o against your enemies;
i.o' juegirf. of tho expcdicncy of this lr.un a iu»-o

; bj.rai.Koe, vucro any man, indulging in a flow ol

words, may tell job. wbat yon yourselves know u
well Rg he, how many alvanfages there are in

i* g valifttMy against your tt"3art>s, but rather
makirg the daily increasing grandeur of this ootn-
munity the objeot of your thought#, and growing
quite enamored olf it Aud whou it really appears
great in jour apprehensions, thit k ag tin th*t this
grandeur was acquired by br*\e and valiant m-)n~
be inf D nbo kn« v their dirty, a:.d in th<> moments
cf aoticn wire scumble of sfcamo and feared ro-
ptcaoh; who. whenever tbeir at! in ;>t § wero uosuc-
ct'tlul, thought it d'fchonor that their country mould
stand in net a ef any thing thoir valor could do for it,
and so made it the most gloiioiiti present. B?stow-
ing their lives on the public, th» y hivo every one
reci-ivtd a pra<so that will never decay, a sepulchre
th it will nlnuys be most illustrous. not that in

j which their botch lie mouldering, but that in which
| their lamo is preseived, to bo on evory oocasion,

when honor is the th'mo of either word or aot, eter¬
nally remembered. Ihia wh'le earth is the sepui-

j chre ot illustrious mca ; nor is it the inscription on
the columns of r bo ir nativo soil alone that show
t! iir merit, but ibo memorial of them better than
ail in criptions. iu every foreign nation, reposited
more durab'y iu uni venal rauombrance tnan on
tbeir own tomb. From tiiis very moment, emu¬
lating ihcso noblo patterns, plarng your happiness
in liberty, &nd liberty in \alor. ba prepared to en-
counter all the dangers of war."
Gentlemen, Joes not every page, paragraph, and

sentence cl what 1 have read, go homo to all oar
hearts, carrying a mi it gratified consciouancss of

I i.s reB.mblancn to what is near and dear to us in
our nativo land 1 Is it Athens or America ! Is
Athens or America tho theme of these immortal
strains! Was Pericles speaking of his own ooun-
try, as ho taw it or know it, or was ho gaziog upon

1 a bright vision then two thousand jears before
h m, which we see in reality, and as he saw in pros¬
pect ? *

Uut the couteits of Sparta and Athens, what were
tbey in lusting importance, and in their bearish on
the destinies ot the world, in comparison with that
ever memorable struggle which soparatod tho colo¬
nies frcwi the dominion of Europe 1
How different tho roiult which betided Athens

from that which crowned tho glorious effoits of oar
ancestors; and, tfereforo, this renowned oration of
Pericles what is it in comparison with an effort of
hiblorieul eloquenco which should justly set forth
the merits if tho heroes and the martyrs of the
Aineiican revolution '!_ And the liberty of Athens,
and of tho etber Grecian republics, being founded
in pure democracies, without any prinolploof repre¬
sentation, was fitted only lor small states. The ex-

(
erciee of popular power, in a purely democratic
form, cannot be extended ovor countries of largo ex¬
tent; because, in such countries, all cannot assoaible
in the san.o place, to vote direstly upon laws and
ordinances anil other publio questions llut tho
principle of representation is expansive ; it may be
enlarged, if not infinitely, yet indefinitely, te
neet new occasions, aai emhraoe new rogions,W hiie, tberefore, the lovo of liberty was tho same,
and it*. general principle the same, in tho Grecian
republic as withnv, jet not only were forms oj8ctv
tiuily different, but that al.Do was wanting whiuh
we have been taught to consider es indispensablo to
iis ..ecuiiiy ; tjat is, a fi.xod, settled, defiaito, fundi-
mental law, or constitution, imposing limitations
and restraints equally on governors, and governei.
V. o may, therefore, 11 halo all the fullness awd
greatness of tho Grecian spirits, but wo necessarily
give its dcvelopemcnta different form, aud bubject
it to new modifications.
But hieto-y is not only philosophy teaching by

example ; its true purpose is, also, to illustrate tho
general progress ot society in knowledge and tho
arts, and the charges of manners and pursuits of
men.
Thero it on imperfection, both in ancicnt and

moiei n kiatorir s, and thoso of tho best masters in
this respect. While thc> recite publio transactions,
they omit, in a i<reat degree, what belongs to tho
civil, social, and demonic progress of men and na¬
tions. There ii not, so far as 1 know, a good civil
histoiy of Homo, nor is thero an account of the
manners and habits in sccisl and domestic life, such
as may inform us of the progress of hor oitizons,
fioin the foundation of the city to tho tuuo of Livy
and^allust, in individual exhibitions of character

>V e know, indeed, something of tho private pur¬
suits and private vices of the Roman peoplo at tho
corrmjnctinent of the empire; but wo obtain our
knowlcdgo of tLeso chiefly from tho severo aud in¬
dignant rebukes of Sallust, and tho inimitiblu si-
tires of Juvenal. Wars, foreign and domestis, tho
achievements of arms, and national alliacces fill u?
tto recorded greatness of the lioman etup re.

i
It is very remarkable that, in this rospoct,Reman literature is far more deficient than that of

Greece Aristiphincp, and other Greeiau comic
writers, have scenes richly filled wi'h tho delino-
ation < f the livoa and m«nner3 of their own pjople.
But tie Reman imitators ot the Grecian a.ago
fcavo themselves hj> to the reproduction ot forei^u
characters cn their oe?u stage, aud presented iu
their dramas -Grccian macserj also, iestead ot
Koman manners. How much wi>.or was «5.iaks-
peare, wlo etcbaircd the attention cf hit audi-n-
cts, and still tnchains tho attention of tho whole
Teutonic rac<\ by tho presentation cf Irtish
l&atncrs aud English history 1

Faletrff, Justice fc'ba'Iow, and D^gbjrry, a-e nab
shrubs of fcre'gn growth, transplanted iuto t'ts
p^g*s of Shakepeare, but genuine productionjol Sao
soil, tto creations of hi3 own home bred fancy.
Mr. BinRs hnp written a civil history of *ltom»»;

but it seems not to have answered tho great end
which it pioprsed
The labors ot Niebnhr, Arnold, and Merivalo,

have accempllfhed much towards furnishing tho
materials of such history, and Becker, ia his Gal¬
ium, has dra*n a pirturo not un-.nterestinp', of tbo
prhate life of the ilcmar.3 at tho coaimoacoaeat
of the empire.

1 krow nothing f f the fact, but I oneo had an in-
timatkn, that one of the nios* dis'inguis'ied
writers of our time and ol our country has had
his vthot'ghts turned to tits subject lor several
years. It this ba so, and tho work, said to bo in
contemplation, be perfected, it will bo true, as I
t&ve to doubt, thit the civil history of tho »^reat
republic ol antiquity will have been written, not
only with thorough research, but also with ele¬
gance of style, and chasto, classical illus'ratiod,
by a citizen of tfce great rej.ublic ef modern
timos. 1 trust, that when this work shall appoar,
if it »h»ll appcir. we shall not only see tho Roman
consul end the Koman general, tlio Gomitia and
the Forum, but that wo shall, also, sco Roman
hearths and altars, the Koinan matron at tho hoad
cf her household, li iman children in their schools
of lsitTtiotion, and the whole of Roman Lifo fully
presented to our vie*/, so far ns tho materials, aow
exiBtirg in separate and special woikj, afford tho
inetirs.

It is in cur di^onl? that the history and progress
f f tLo civil ttTd fecial inftitmioPB an j manners of

Kng'ai a htvo bccou.e tLo subjects o; particular at¬
tention.

fc>baron Turner Lingard, an J, more than all, Mr.
Ha Ism, have lr.id this age, and all following !t>.e',
ntder thebcauett obligations by tbeii labors ia this
field of literary eomporm<jn; cor would I flopara'9
from them tho writings of a most loarned and olo-
queLt person, whose pork on Lr!g!i.h h:.j'.ory is
nt.w in procrcM, ror tho arihorof tho Pictorial
Hittiry of Englrnd But tSit're is s'.ill wantiua:

a lull, thorough, and <loH3'.?'ic social ac.ount ol
our English anc> ~tc:s.tba* is, a hia^r; which
tlail traco the progr^.s of social lifo iu
tho iuterccvrPO of nun v\;th tni.n, tho advance
of ails, tic \uii.aib changes in the ha'uu
and O'.upations of T'tividt .!<., and t'aoie improvo-
iLU tsiri dcnic tic li.c, wtit'i L .re attended tho
eoi union t.nrt u.clii.;al I ifc. clrcumstanccs of men
in tho .ajte cl egcs V « still havo not tho Tnssn1'
o! ]¦ i. rg. to er.v » at cxt<nt, bo v our f; glish
aric !</?, attl c;r ton. f, aud in their usM.Vers
ft< . h> d i-.fij; d. atd ijtUcI, ard what were vhcir
daily (mpkjnxnts. Wo wint a his'ory of firt-

r< : we v. ant to knew wl.cu king a«.d queens ex¬

changed l.tcM of -tr.iw t bio «tf a >*u, ui.d
coated to brcsk'i.H on Ircf ai.d liter. We wish
to tco m<re, aid know more, of the changes
hii-h to ;. p'ace lri/n; age lo ago, in the hctnts of

i.Tf 'ttd, fre tn t~e castle tsnd Uc palaco on »o
tit iiuabitat cottngo. Mr. l»cur>°. *.<». k. «.«> l-r
as it feotf, it not without its u'uit;. .. bo ii tir.i
too seen, ard c*cn in re r .. ri id *hl ft
it cfubrarcs, it ic not tuf u: y tell and sa'utao-
toi v m its particulars

'l lu ftuoHl a/ros * yn n '"rjr and ar/'-ulUiral,
bnfc the Bplccdur </ an. tut L*'i«ry of tho

t hub, xnonopol ' d ihegooic oi v-r.Ui ; and pt-r-
b»pn matetli. '. » r» in i >" Atjuif ni n ...'

a know lc (re of U <. « -ft. .U ;. y «.f t :«* o.;v;i r .

UoW(uld tc » jub^io sti»tfa«!trr wV (Wum. t >:i

f-tivt it' tii u.cd. (4 eul vii : at d tgo
pn\ i;,rj- iii 1 i id Uo«i c 1 r-u
m u 't :1a ;. \ ni 1 1 it.i nt of ttiHcaI;\otur( *. trcm t r

t».t»pti«-n in thi 1 1 it H.i.y iV , ti> Ue p.«r: 1
t-t 'i cot- bidet able d( vtlop.','i.et.i tao ci t

aft< tw*r(li<.
*3 J-crt a»<* Iw i i' tiro < t ii f ru;> i'.d oo h

' hi'-.- f' .Vi (>v\ \ i,

crd which, t>o< .-thi te.-« vt tl w g tuuutai'U
o) lw nnUdge. 1 i.«n ti c it» otta, uuC tt j i <¦».

r co : j/ tt the ecu ta cf !(. v A! un (nrl^ v i
o! 1 ncu rid, v»uh «i v o dr^reoof att««u' i, t J

totl these < ui«< * tfinft.; n .i »-n- not rn m r

ptcittiu i hI | ui|w w'«, Hf Ii'V tl;o cluoldutioA c I >..

pirf-n,a tl hi fiy. 1 tfoijua uteu tu>f».-U a t

djift. trd pnri .< cl, and ivhfUr.3?. i f eve- '

1 £ 1. n ;tii uh In Kt tleh leg slation. 1'fa .> v -

me v i ?t tt.e I cgiflatme of tho rou ,-y wu ooa-
» i it.< <; t«, frc?' tint to tiino, and from j a to > ."

Atd 1 1 a .. td frotn tl'o reports ot on'.ria rn
sr tier ...iao what where tho mu- k' 1
tWWftticBl of it.dividuall, and whuf. -,bi okjMtl
vhii i) it.' i rtii fiy erf: pad attention 1 h.ir i!y
i r » . ;hn g v I 'h r cre rapa; e in TohtbJii
i i.e. . t,. ti. 1 "d V o learn frotu thtut wliit

¦ juinite trevpii d o.tn during tho foudu' pgex vv k

»to the <.fio<-«8 ot oeipty ,o throw off the chair--! of
thiafc^ai iiini i. \\ro ice t^o, in a most int. re}.-

irp. . i.u tne ingeniout' devices reiorted to lo
Vh t:.raldotr r -jonal slavery. Wesecihe
( f ...ti n i.i u.ai u!<icit»n g intcritta, andaUui gth

bints upon m the full splendor of tho commercial
if*'

Littleton, Coke, 1'lowdtn, what are they 1 Hew
tntir learning fadn away ana booinea obsolete
w tun Holt, iitj ftoiueii1, and Mansfield ;«.rLse, cateh-
irg trtu.tthe*, atid iofneirg all around (hern, the
ill ue ,«», and the knowledge which commerce had
fb« d upon the world 1
Our grrnt teachers and exanplcs in the histori¬

cal an are. doubtless, the eminent hiitori.na of tho
t'ftck aid Ionian ages. In thoir several »ay»,
tBty &u' the musters to whom all succeeding tiinoa
have Irckcd for instruction and improvement.
lh«y arc the model* which havo itood the test of
time, and, l;ko the giorious creations in marble of
(Tccian geniHP, h*fo beea always adjiirod and
Lever turpat cd. I

kftve our favorites in literature, as well as
other tbirts, and, I ccnfeja, thit, among tho Gro-
ri*n writer*, my cstiioato of Herodotus is threat.

!»tl"Itnt tru|ht«ine«s, his singular simplicity
r.- . . ? ,18 !l' taat r« fj»oo& and vonoration
for lacred and dmne things, win my regard. It
is true that he sometimes a^oears credulous, which
oaused Aiistolle to say ot hiu that ho was a
story teller, hut, in tespeot to tbin, two things
are to bo reinaiked the one is, that he never avers
as a feet that wheh re.sts on the accounts of others;
the other is, that all subsequent travels and d(8-
cover i?b have tended to confirm his fideliiy. From
his mat qualiths ai a writer, as well as from
tto ago m w!iioh h<* lived, ho is justly denorni-
tkt<d tbo " bather cf History." Herodotus was

a conscientious narrator of what ho saw and
beerd In his manner thero is much of the
old epic style; indeed, his work may be considered
as Ihe coLijecm g link , between tho epio legend
and political history; tiuthful, ou the ono hand,
Slnoo it was a getuino history; but, on tho other
cenceived and executed in the spirit of poetry, and
not the pro/ouooer spirit of political philosophy It
breitfces a reverential submission t* tho divino will,
and recognises aistmetly tho governing, hand of

i royidenco in the affaits of men. Hut,*bpon the
whole, 1 am compelled to regard Thuoydidoa as the
greater writer. Ihueydides was equally truthful,
cut more conversant with the motives and charac¬
ter of men in their political rolatiotis. Ho took
infinite pairs to make himself thoroughly acquaint¬
ed with transactions that occurred m his own day,
and which b«cume tho subject el his own narrative,
it n said, even, that persona were emplnyoi by
him to obtain islormation froiu both the belligerent
rewois, for bis use, while writirg the history of tho
Peloponcaian war.
He was one of tho most eminent cititons of the

t v Bi'an rcIjUb'10» educated under tho iustitntiona
of Solon, and trained in all tho political wisdom
these institutions ha i dovelopcd in the two centu¬
ries Mnco their eitr.blishmcnt. A more profound
intellect never Applied itself to historical investiga¬
tion; a more clear sighted and impartial judgo of
human ford-jet never dealt with tho foitunea and
acts of political communities.
The work of Herodotus ia graphic, fluont, dra¬

matic, and ethical ia tho hi^host degree; but it ia
not the work ot a Ireo citizen of a free republic,
personally experienced in tbo conJuct of its affairs.
1 be history of tho Polopone siia war, on tho other
band, could or jy havo been produced by a man
who added to vast genius deep personal insight
lLto (re TvorKings of various public institutions.
As lhucj iiidts himsslf says, his history was writ-

rcn net for 1*2 o entertainment of tho moment, fcut
to be "a possession forever."
.i ^Aev° SaD' v' £0eaiS t0 ffio, bom reasonable doubt,
that tne hist work?, by * hi oh mau oxproajod fcia
thoughts ai d feelings in an orderly com position,
were essentially poetical. In th.i oarlies; writings,
of which we knuw anything with difetinctnt-SJ, wo
have an union, or mingling, of poetry aud fact,
enj bouj lug tbo traditiciib unci hislory of tho pcol'Io
nmcrg which they arose.
Like other in'olloctual culture, this for'n cf his-

tory appeared first ia tho Kajt, and, from tho days of
^leees and Joihuadowato ourowu times, it harf
ttcre retained substautially tho sarno character. !
men e it has been a remarkable mixture of tie spirit
of history and of opie poetry. In Greeoa, we mfiy
obrcrvo originally tho ramo state of thing.«: but tho
two forms of composition soon beourne separated,
tnough the Greuk historioal art, when hiihest.

f ever lotos all its relations to the epic. Tho ear-
liesturtek poets wero religious andhiatorioal poets,
titiiJiijg m the traditions and mythology cf thoir
country, and so continued do.vn tiirourh Homer.
Hereflotcs was ly birth an Asiatic Greek, and Jvaa
.nutc untutd "with the o icntal dpirit. In his timo,
of pubuo records there wore none, or attiiomcst,
there were only loc^l registers of public ovonts,

,b.elr datea, such, for instinoe, as those kept by
the priesthood iu tho 'i'omples at Dolphiarui Ar^s
or tee agisters of particular fumilita. He travullod
therefore, tc collect tho mtcerialj for hta Historr.
/Jut_he made ol them one wholo, and laid oao idea
at the l oitom, with as much I'Jpic aimplijity as llo«
xner tiiJ iu the Iliad. His subject. wa.i iho ooatcst of
S,ct i v 1 u (l° i,£,''jian8 ami tho triumph ofGro-

cirri . .-trty. o moro strictly, the groat G-eoian
victuy over tho barbarians who hai oonquer'd the
worJo.aa then khown. The rolutions botwein lioro-
no Hi. Homer aro not to bo miafcakon: ho not
oj.ly haa ep's.des, like tto long one about Kpyn .

f.nd loruii-.l n'. 'ec -os, whioh were common iu h:a-
loi ^0;*:.°, liil trio f.)xtcor»th ccntfiry of our era,
ar.d liivvo r.ot beet unknown tince, hut ho has div
; Ync of bi.» setka ».l' epeechss, which par-
thtcs o« the cni racter of a dip.loguc, s'iowj k rc-
ma:ka.l9 r.dvancejieatin politiovl kuowlodiio for
tbo «j?p o, J . licit :. I ineaii that in which the con-
Ff irati rs eg.-iinst tho Ala^i of i'ersia., i;rcvioiH!y to
u_e cJevition of Darim, disensa tho diiV.ront foriua
.Tpovorr n:or,l.f much in the spirit of Montcequiea.
v Ui? if0170 are kept in thoir pr:>ner plaoei
by Hfrcdctns. Ho feels the connoction of hid suU-
j< et ml tro way tbroogb; bow one event proceoda
Ucw. another, and ho.v ail tends to the principal
r< sun, or contributes to it directly.

In Tt uoxdides, tho nrt of history i<i furlhor a l-
* areec, ttiough bo liv-.d very little later than Htro-

dotuf, ard probably had lead or h«ard his history,
though that is doubted.
Thvcj aides did not, indeed, mnko one wholo of

bis v«crL', for bo aid not survivo tho war whoso
history he ur dertool; to rcltto; but ho is less omd-
u:cu3 that Herodotus ; lee hr»j, no proper dialo^uo *

hi is more compact ; be indulges very little in opi-
Kdes ; he draws cbaractcre, and hia specchei are
mere like formal, stately discussions. And ho says
ot tt em, they aro auch as ho cither heard himself,
or received from thoio who did hear them, and h«
stntes that he gives them in their trao subtanco.

J hero if nothing to creatc a donbt that personally
be heard tho oration of Pericles; .-.od it is remark-
ab e that throughout tho most flonrishirg period
ot 0:eek litoraturo, both poetical and historical,

I roductioia were compose d to bo heard, rat her than
to bo read; and the pra-rticco' likening to tbeirre-
Ciar.'als led tuo GiccL p'jopla to attain great ac»u-
racy, as tt oil as roifiitivontfis of memory.

In theil, Herodotus' work soma a natural, fro^h
I reduction oi tho soil; thai ol Tuucydides bol'-- j

'o a mo:,, advanced itate ^f -alturo (>uinotiJia i
s.art- ol tho lorincr, /it UaT.n >Ij, i i,inii hniicr / uu.u ;
ot tto iH'tcr, JttnsMs et brttf; u sanjxr i-.ntutv
Acncphon, in his Helleiiica, continues Thucjdidcs.
ilo W83 a mutary leader, and familiar with tho
i t airs ot State, and though not so deep a thinker,
veg n i".'o grace tal ard c.sy writer.* Pclybl'i",
u\ ir g in a i^ttcu ia' »r petiod, h dcfsctivo iu e(ylo, i
lir isau 'o i.r.u sei:fil!o author. His objoct ir
tc iLC-dy to tliow rhut hit bcca, bat tt. rttemr.t
! J e'S 'i'n ' li1 cj tfco ^turo.making hia wvri;
wi at he ea :s a ^cmon 'raiivc h'stor>, fit'. !
H t^Uftr.n. He is the last of tie rcr"
g' U Gic. t histcrlana.

J he l.'omaLs had tho great Greek mastonin
iroso ati [cct.y »i» btlcro tbom, andiruitatol
tui m in OTfcrjthb'g, but approached tiie-i iii<1.
tfar y onlj In elcquenco and hiito-y Lil.o tio
t'lte ;S too, th-?y had early poetical hiitariea, h j.

. ^'<c! '*g«nda, son»-.a, ice. 1 .miiu^ wro.® a s.ut of
c\ : z it ;:y cf Home. C.^sar, or.o ot tho most
0 ,.I uui'hed of all great men, wroie a'-counta A

*t tc had deoe, or what related directly to hi a-

i, i he clearrc*. j -irify. ptccifioT of Ir's
i.'l c c n cne.atUi ;ic «f Lim as .j\v of hi.-! g oat
eel lev.n-eaia.

cal.t t wcr.t more ufoo ("reek mo'lols. I. ' a of
.; rtD.e'? k Uii)iori?s i «n Cfic wh:.'.o ; "iiort

(d, but n ,/tete; If. nontd with tb« greatest
'rtw. pnJ itrpirc J with h dipi ity and t'atoli-
v»; \ v

* Vi «
" '* ,.r did do*/ troii, a-i 1 Valcb

i' u<.n for Ii i rcr'on-'' iuo-
!' i t*

. <r Mi ? ptsmxo ; thcro Is an oplo com-
tii > ,<.ki won, though thaf v.-oik has

n u( «m to n,f In a mutilated Mate. M Mujuta*
,

"

ii :b jojoct, red ho r ^ rifi c : s
.. i< (v i t v. jfteqnenMy, tho rigor of

. ll UU IbWlDjf, S< IUC Ollt)
.i i ih» descriptions arc
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r ,,..u i tR tbu ptr p!e ; tho otlt r, w;th tbc
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:: i. .

'

rv '. ' dcua< *a!:.' '.'on of
Ti i;, f e iirom * '.on,

id :i a »? . .. c rrliKc, ar.d prol'jn^d vrii.r
tit OH,.;! ais Li. ary ai d r,u ;li> iar/:®

Ii cn.tL.ot, the oijic , fbll how
ii ;. t '(u i r: j vno.- 'Jfl th.rti My

' .1" - J it 'Is ra'u 3 'A (
< " . J rio ., a« i <

. i ; (UMtn
r I X , .« ;ull\ I,.

f mi,-' U tbad r»cetUal irraHivnt, rol
let* tkiiti tha rcvrrl'y of !:.'s ©wr: nvura. Io e <%-
> i ¦ or . ifc.y one 11* d by f .vi

». »n." .1 l o * i. «*tf> llujWB
¦

"
.. «..:! a? \ ,*U .'f' : i d

j. i t i '11? K
>1 ! ll i. it.ii 1-

co» ru'M® ia f
t :(tm*r wf'ttrp,

lor J ji;a
ckuincti (if I'.Jle, M 1

tion. Ho if anfijientJy ooneise; he is sententious,
without being meagre or obicnre ; and his power of
personal and individual description is remarkable.
There are, indeed, in hit style, soma roughnoMes
belonging to the Koman tongue at an e^rlwr an«;
but they seem to strengthen the structure) of his
sentences, without especially injuring their beauty.
No character drawing cau well exaotd his dolinea-
ticn of (-'at alike, hm aocount of Jugurthv or b<s
parallel between Ctofir acdCato. 1 hav.) thought,
?ou,aiiuH f, tfcat 1 paw r semblances botwooa bu
terio atd powerful periods, and the remarks an 1
iajinga of Dr. Johnson, at they appear, n <t in hij
stately perforicannt h. but iu t*io record of ir ouu-
vernations, by tioswell.

In turning to Peru** ocoo more the pagos of S i!-
lmt, to refuf-h myfcelf f> r the preparations t>( this
address, I wuscirurk by the enimidenoe of a trni«-
action narrated i y biin, snd ono which wj aavo
ttfn \eiy recent v ir» our o >n country
When Jugnrtha h i<i put to death Filatn; i', no I

expelled Adhetbal from b e rightful throne t. tie
latter, who was born in Nuinidia a\d no", .n Ian
gnry, cume to&tne to iavoke, what wo (houl i call,
the intervention of the Uomau people. Hiiipeooti
delivered on that; occasion, in the Senate, as b*l«
iuM his given it, ia ono of the most touching aver
made by a man in misfortnne, and suffering fr#*n
ir jury, to those b iving the power <1 granting relief
or itdnif* Hla ssppuoation to (hi Siutt to iound«
ed on the bread and geueral idea, th%t the I! dm
people were just themselvet, Mftl, aa thoy :ul the
power, to it wa s their duty o prevent or punish
highhanded injustice- thruateucu or inflicted byothers.

'. 8rd quor km parnm tr.ta p*t !p*a prcbltai n»i]ue
mlt.i in mann luit, J I'jurttiu quails fcret; h l vosoonfogl,
pittrea conscript!, quitius. qaod mlwerriaum, e"S"e
1' 1 us ontri. i|unni usui esse. Ceteil wr's aut bell-')
flotl in Kffiicttlain a vobia reo'ptl. nut In »utn dubai
rtbus sceletatem restrain appetiverunt: famUi* iiostrs
cum pipulo Uor anj bello Carthi>gitiien"i amleltltm in-
etituli; quo tempore n.agh lil*s *jus, qoara fortuua
peUudanat. Vtucrum pT>'g*ntem voe, patres oonscriptl,
liOlWs pull fru«tra h vol'* auxlllum petsrn. tti nd
>n.|>vtraiiCum nihil ciu-i*- lisbereui. pry !*r taiwan Sam
foituuani ; quod paulo aat* r« x. geiiert, fanu atqne
ccpils p' itLP, nur.c deforwutus » ruunis, luop>, a'.l«ua
op(s e*f»eto; tar.icn erat ut»j'*tatis Roman! prpiili pro
Libera Injur. *jn ne^ut palicujuMiu*u rcAuu.a i> r scelus
erercaie.
l^uidajam? quopoU'simum lnfelix aoeedam? Qennrls

prasiJla i w.iifa extlnot* sunt pater, u:i necwHe erat,
Datum concessit; liatii q.n-ni u^ninm unouit, propia-
quus p*r «fle!u» vltaiu eriputt : aSinee, ainieos. pr»pln
quus tstttrcs. aliuia alia clades op; :'«s.«it: captl ab.lu-
fcurtl a. pars in oruc*m arti, pars be t iis obj<»rti: paucl
<|Oibus r« iicta anlma. cIhukI iu lei'f bi i<. cam ni" rore e*
luctu, morte vitsm .¦*iguut. Bi oma'a.qun'

a nt ru.i*l, au'< n uecersanis adreren facta sunt, Into*
Iuuju nj»ni rect; taiu*n, ei quid i x im proviso aooidlsset,'
rrn implorareta, patrvn coneerip'i, iiuibus. pro inagui-
tvuice imperii. Jus rt iujutins '.'funBS euro) essadecat.

| Nuuovtto exsuipatiia, dumo. solus ft omnium h^ns-
: rturvm rt-rum egenf quo aeeedam, autquOB app»Uem ?
j UHlioufrro «u leg's, qui cinufc l»mill.>: rontr;' ob v«s-

tram atuiciiism infesci euut ? an ^uoquam aii rp licet,! nbi bob majorum mecruw hostllia monumenta plurhaa
tint ? aut <iui-(iunni i-.osui ni.eieri potest, uni aii juando
Tolls hostis fuit '!
At ego isfellx, in tanta n:a!a pro oipitatus sx pitrio

r»* n<; return humansrum speetaoulum priebeo: Inmrtus
ijuid tua*ne mjurias f "rn .j j.ir. ip^w auxilii e

Rn re;;ci- contulam, cujus vit:e neeisque not»«:ai «:.: opi-
b\i8Klleiiis peedct. Utinamsmcri iortuuisruel.ih('ii''s,.us
exitns essAt, neu vivtru co^Uicptus viderer, «i, dtf-sfus

j si alls, lujur y tonee«elf.i!«i:: nuto nequo vlTerw Ubet,
neque n'f.ri licet Kino dadec-te. r^tres oon»oripM, pf r

\(f, per ltbercs atque jaren tes TeHtros, p«>r maj-stat*u»
i popuiKtmaui, eubvet'.ts mi^«romihij lt^ obviamlnju-

r?.. ;¦ collie patl rppi um Numiilia;, per scelus etsangui-
nt-m laUiil'a ooft]., >.L«t^'*re.''
Whi o I coofoij ujjlcU not oompotont te sit in

! judgment on the grout maulers of Roman sl ory,
still, it haa aiTvuvs struck mo that, in tho styie of

I -ivy, there *aa to u.uch fuko's, so much ac^ucau-
lotion of circum3t!/uce, us ooca>io«illy tondod to

i tnrgidlty. 1 apeak this, however, with the ere'tte^t
! degiee of diffidence. Livy soi uia to iao lik*j tho

mors ui,der tho 11 ll lonca of Cji 'ou^ snriiij; freshets,
>vLcn not only id the mum chauuol lull, but all tho
tributary str earns aro tondicg to o-eribw ; wi.ilo

I bulla! t, I thfnk, takrfi ei.ro oriv that thoro (hall bo
: ctjo deep, clcar, strong and raj Id current to convoy
, him iitiu his tLoughth to their destined ond.

1 do not moan to »\iy 'bat tho ?kilful uso of c!r-
cum tatct, eiti er in the hand of a hiatoriun or a

! pect, is not a great power; I think it is. What wo

| cull grapi.ic description, is but t\io presentation ol
tho principal idea, wish a dirercit accompan ment

; of iiitertbtitg c mcomitantfl.
'11. e iulroductioii of a r.irgla anxiliarT tlioug'jt

or cxprecsion sometimes give a low glow to tho
historical or poctioal picture. P.irtlcularity, wo II
set foith, eccLaim attention. Ir. our language, no
writer baa under.' tdod t L ir I ctler than Alilton
Ilispoctical iuiitgea and descriptions aro mro to
emit uttbirtf which can make thoso images and
thofa descriptions Rtrlking, disiinot. aud ourtain,
w) ilo all e!-o is indust liouuly repelled.
Wilneta the tall of Lucitcr:.

from morn
To £C«7i be fell, tn.ni noon to dewy eve,
A Sl'ian rr'.i i!uy; and with tha scUlui< r.uu
I>rc J)t tum thf'/iwiilh Ilk « fililhg aU;
0:% Icmnui, the .) ,;..£« kle.''

Jli.a defer ftion cf vocal music In tLo Allegro ij
another iiisiunce of tLo same iiad :

1 Ard fT^r tffslBfet t.dh % cores,
jjfip i. i in i. it tyt.ijn n'.9,
M' irisd to Immuiial Vtria,
£ uch ;n the inrltinf: h: v.\ a, >y pierce,
In note*, with muo; a winding b« ut
Ol liuk' J (Tv«c*ttifB8 long drawn out,
.U ith W«uton L»ed an<\ giddy cunning,
The m»!ting t< i.m tl.ioiix*'- BUM ruuuiog,
Trivial".)., »!1 the chain' rtat tie
'it.# bidden stul < f totrim ny.
That Ot[ »ifu«' *tlt n>»y )i»ave Ma h..id
¥t( ci jj( Mm Mumper on a b'd
Of iKri 'd E!jrlau flower*, and berx
ttucl'. itiaiu* .is would h:.tvo charmed ihe ear
df fiUt,o, to hare quite
111/ half regained .Kurjiliie "

1 hardly know anything which ourpaiso:' these
exquisite lines.so j>uct'?".l. f d, st the same ?.i-ao,
so thoroughly and ai.aoluttly Koglisb, and ao free
fcvm all loreign idiom.
The fmt tlure etanr^a of (Irak's Elegy in a

Country Church Yard, aro r.lso remarkable 'or tha
power nrd uc'ura.'y with whish rural eeenery is
jrcLcnttd, by giouiing t guhor many ubjwtb in
010 picture
Another pocti'ol irstanco, oft'ne gam# beauty, is

the "Btrial ol Sir J»>hn K.oio."
Tbero are rcuiarkaMo instances of tho same skill

in writirg in tutaa of the English prosj writers, and
especially in tho prcdcctiots of Danlol Da Foe. Mo
boy doubts that everything t<id of .Robinson Crusoe
is exactly ttuo, tecauro a 1 is fo circumstantially
told; atd vo i&an tlcvbts, until he is informed of
the contrary, that the h *:orian of tho Plague of
Lotdon sctu >lly ia^v a ! t!:mho tloscribod, although
lie l-'oo war rot bcin till aftcrirnrds.

It a well known eayio*, that tho lis with cir¬
cumstance is exceedingly caleaiated to doceive, and
tbat is t:ue, at.d It ii equally true, rot only tha",
fictitious tistcry ge:.r;5 ei ;dit end belief by the ckil-
icl ute of circumstance, but tbat truo history, also,
may " rivo much adot ictiwl iatertst from tho saiao
lourc?

In r)«r«l, bowcter, historloal facts aro to bo ro-
latcu tit b : <itbc r t clcvi- iL.i oxclu no regard to
furh, and tuch T.ly as arc important.
TLo art of historfcsl compo^iUon ott:b ts origin

to the instil,at to) a c pottticia freedom. I -nder the
('crjr t ?PiH (I the Corgei and tho Intfi'S, poetry
flcur'ehtd, W'tb oriep'al ly.*tiripnce. frfm tbp ear-

i > st iliucf L tlu.ti.i* iiulnonio coinpiia oftbairlch,
jiiacv:.'. Jittr.-tuio, tht ro is oo histofy, in tho high
f«pte of that term. Tts br.Lks of tJj :.uo r-ro
cro^t'cd with i.-u rical n .amcntsand memoriAla,
ttretcbirg bti k into tho r-mc/cat antiquity; nr.l
uc ut n. rrc'.cs bav.) di cm red hisfork records
frf tho rhaiii'bs ?n 'l'o tr !a of papym', tome of
,i.«iu tt rr.cicnt n ; il e bo: ke o/ Moses. Uutin ail

tbrrf is aobin^ory com( ciidacoordicg to tie
7 j} 1' re c, tuo cpii suns, band-
tivut r i. lonerJ i>' ?..; ., long preceded uistoiw-iil

r ion. 'dabcrw en 1 thought it the
grratiet wcr rin*.bo * :ld, Itat tLo poaius of
jitn rr borid l beon n ttonats period nore-
niCu, bat the eat Itett *troctan hittory should have
(..iv na r rount I tb : author. 1 did not then
i:cotT, cr i d r.'.t tl.o:i cooaiderod, that pooti^al
writings, hyjnt!", seng«. acoounts of y.er'jonul
vt r tU- * 1. 'e tL c f i>?rculca atd Jason, were, in
theui'uioc cariier than regular hiatorioal
narratives 1 adctu" informs us thai Homer Itfed
four hur.tl '.d jenri boforo bi> timo. There l«,
ic\tr bcl- i, tomct'..'ng very vrotdcrful in the po¬
em* c; HoB-<r. ii general, it is true of U-« hn-
c»irr- «(.(*. iorf. lit it, in th;ir "arlieet .»/ I, tbey
l.nt* iiherubs;oi al bono and ainewchiracterii-
tic «>t ii cirid in y..t tb. t tbey are rocgh, imper-
ft 1 1, hi d v.itbout\«H^h 'J h»ft I'banc r wrote l'.ng-
11 L. but it i* what wo (.all ul(' 1 nod i: h-s
not tie lint otknr « and Huei cybeloogi gtothestylo
of Pcpe and Addi'.cn. And ^peiniT wrot'; l'irgli.«h,
but. though rich altd > jrgecus, it has tiot'.u.- pro-
cision ar.u accuracy »b< c In.: c r wr.tors. It
would «tem that nsRiy books n.ust be wriuoa and
read, atd a great many toj.g andp *cs efflpiofe i,
before the langi of a couti > ,cA;tci itsiigheet
in'ti b and ptr.kCt.'. ii. Now, tho wonder iiy how s
larfucpo fiiOL. i 1 ."ir j. r!. :» h v:vs the
< k of Hoc - i ' ;;io in vrb-jn that language
ecu'd hate been ^ y Lnii v rit.^u. Oouhtl ii
tuccc(«irgefc'fs ihi ¦% ;;...? of uto ' irck'j tongue
Wd - < lIjm d as ' iowlt :go be "sme more cxtcrttje.l.
*. <1 rewthirf.i d t t.cw worJ*; but wi;L n
thvi i uipaei ' i tti i i

t' v lime of ilcr;cr. r c:.u -¦ iree be quc« ioaed
Jb'tt i ho '.t i. ' qui tas|Kittct n 4
] Ik bi d j I' C. it y ci I ¦¦¦ u.' ore 'I re
i»ute»f ;ci« j i-imtt an itil t j j, thai, tho litguago
i mJ tjf.t only 1 r'i k(*i w J i' i -.ru*. by a

jt». ploot vie » ii 'Dui'j i ex 'aordiraiy geed
t. 'if, bu i ad t un < r t-.il y cul.ivaicd b> tho ro-
.¦¦.Hi .i <f j 1 : ii.- j. r ";<> (ii a gteat t ricty
( . h ;',i 'E j d !.:>.,(?¦ a s.

f it.: udiiltbe gWnticn of Holo&Lad laid
lit it tin t« M'li (t irce p'i'.'.'iu ins. I'll j, and
tfcc-cin titut had uLloldt l a lrte, andjowerlul,
tr J ?.e I lift ' Athenian republic ;

ditcu < in the Senate
'i!ar . d deliberative

'id Uc |v. #(1j. > . oa of ^3'tioe

in tbe courts, ind under the Ia»s established by
Solon, bad applied to thi tran»actions betwo«n the

1 citizens, all 'he resound* ot refined log' 15, aud drawn
int j the sphere of eiril rights and obligations
tho power of high forensic ora;ory it wm not
until these re lultd of the legislative wisdom of doloo
tad been attained, that the *rt of history rose and
tl<>url*b d in Greece. With tho deolino of . ireclw

| libit'y, i egan '.b»* decline 'n tho art of hiitorical
oomp'i> «>n. Historic* wore writton under tho
Urecia* kir.ps of ligypt, anil a loag line of writers
£' i.ti li 1! it- <ier tno njr.intu:# euii>erorf; but the
hifh art r,f hifitorioal on, as perfected ia
the mait»r works of llern'otui, ThiKjdidos, and
Zeno{ h( n, had perished in tha d:ath of politicalfreedom.
The origin, progress, 'and decline of history, as

ari art, wti>: nearly thi.<4:1 .0 Home. -allnst and
| Livy flourished at the el ... of '.h republic and tho

comuienct'UKiit, of tho empire. The great work* of
'I ufitns bins'lf are thtugbt by many to betray tho
begisnisg of dcclino in tuo art, and the later
mitcra . xhibit* Its fall.

The art of history again retired with tho rije of
tho Itslian republic*; i^nd tfneo the revival of lite¬
rature, at tbc clcse of tbo middle ages, it will pro-

1 bably be found that three things naturally rise
into importance together. fh«t is to say, civil
liberty, u'c^uoloc, and tho art of historical writ-
»'g ..

cthT foundation is not t> kr l iiil for authontm
history than well Authenticated! faots; bnt on thlo
foundation structnreti ic^y b« raiaed of different
characteristic!. historical, biographical, and phllo-
eoi I leal. Oco wrilcr may contir.e h'.maolf to exact
nml minute narration; Hnoiher, tru>j tothegenoral
itory, muy embelhrfb that story with more or less

! of oitcinn I ornament, or of eloquence in descrip¬
tion; a thirl, with a deeper philoa-.phijal spirit, may
l»ok iut«» the rauses of events and transactions, trace
tlieii with more profound rotwaroh to thoir souroet
in the elemcMs of human natare, or consider and
eolvo with more or leasauoccHs. that most important
question. hew far tho ch wader of Individuals has

Erodueed public events, or bow Ur, on tho other
and, public events bavo produeei and formod the

character of individuals!
Therefore one Littory of tbo same period in hu¬

man affairs, no moro renders anotlie.' history of the
same pcritd usalers, or unadvisable, than the struo
turo of ono templo forbid? tbo emotion of another,
to tho fame god, or ono statue ef Hercules, Apollo.

\ or Petioles, should supprors all other attempts to
produce statues of tho* same persons.

Hut, gentlemen. 1 must ii"t dwell longeron these
general topics. We «r j Americans We have a
country all our own. We ar« nil linked to its fates
and ita fortunes. It if already not without renown.
It has be<n tho theatre < f some of tbo moat impor¬
tant ol human transactions, and it may well become
us to rctleo. on t.ho topi s and tbo means furnished
for historical composition in our <>wn land. 1 have
abstained, on this occasion, gentlemen, from rnaeh
comment on tbe biHtorie3 compoied by European
writers of modern timee, and, for obvious reoHons,

I abstain altogethnrfrem romarks upon tho writers
of our own country.
Works havo been written upon tho history of the

United States, other works upon the same subjocc
tire in progress, and, nodouut.new work* are oeu-
templated, and will bo accomplished.

It need cot bo doubted that what his been
nehievii by tho great men who havo proooded
our generation, will bo properly recorded by thoir
tuecessora. A eouctiy in which highly Interesting
events occur, ia not likely to bi destitute of roholars
and uuthorc, fit to transmit ih >po ovents to poster¬
ity. l or the present, I content myseli with a few
^cnerul remarks on the lubjoot."

in tho history of tho United States thoro ara
three epochs. '1 bo first extends from tbe origin
rsd ffdicment of tbo oolonic?, respectively, to tho
jesr 1771. L'uiirg thin, mu< h tbe longest poriod,
tiibhibtorv of tbo country 13 tno btf.ory of separate
coujEiuuitica and gc vernmon* with different laws
a' d itstituti'nn, though all »*eroof a common
origin. not identical, inU> cd, though having a
stung fmir.ly resemblance, an1 having moroer less
reference to tkooonbtituiioj a-a common lav of tho

1 VTalUbTEo govornmcnts, the principle ofpopuUrffr«&5^vfflK*¥rS
isses&ffis£cS"ssf..u® .|J A- all others fertile observance of tholtmc\ rnciple" in tho establishment o£ national in-SS! and Um administration of sovereign
1 '

1 ho'i<xotd period extend from 1774. whon these
coIoi/cb ^rat actoi efliciently together, for
Ht'eal ends, as a confederacy of states, to tho T®*

whon tho present oonstitutiou of 8°.ron"°SWm established. Tho tbirJ en-tracoB tho periodfrom 17M) to tho present time.
-i-vfTo avoid dealing with ovunts too recent, it '"'Kbe well to consider tbo third era, or epoch, asiter

niicatire with tho eloee of I'rcsiduot Washington ¦
administration, and going back into
fur as to traco tho events and ooourrencoi wihtct
ibowed the necessity of a genorui governmont. dLf-
fcrcnt from that framed by tho armies of cjnfodc-
latioD, which prepared tho minds of tho PjopU for
the adoption of tho present constitution. Nodoabt
tbe atieiubliog of tho first CcntinenUl < .ongress maybo regarded us tho era at which tho 1Union of &«.£States commenced. Ihiiovoot toukjlwo 10 *

laiioipbla, the city cirstinguhhed by the groat civil
events of cur eatly history, on the 5th ot ..op «mber 1771, on which day the first Continental Gon-
ntc:s assembled. Delegates wcro PJ«cntr ,f'®®New llatcri-hirc, Massachusetts, Rhode island,S,;;3& York, N.. J.W,
nia, [Jtlawaro, Maryland, Virginia, Nor.li Caro¬
lina. South Carolina, and tfeorgiu.Let thin day le over renumbered It saw assem¬
bled from the Beveral oolonirs thrtio greatmen whoso
ran.es have como down to ui and wiUdascond to all
pobterity. Tfcelf T 'orcdi.;:n are remarkab e for
tin, r lic,!t7, liicr.ity, anu untuuallcd ability. ft'"1*"
day, probably, there could have beenoonveuodoa
uo tart tf this feloto, an equal number of mrapoi-
terfcinp greater talents ana u.biiity, or animated by
a higher and moro patriotic motive.. Jbey wera
men full of tbo spirit of ;bo ooiaslon, imbued
deeply with tbo general ncntim nt of the country,of llrgo cotrprchoBBion, <1 I n; foresight, and of
f» w words. They made n«. speccne* for ^tentation,they fat with closed door*, i ru ttioir israa. maxim
was "fairc am dire." It is true, thoy on.y wrote,but the imuing of such wrUin**, ou tiuoh authority,aid at Euch a crisis, Wki a.:tii'i -h'gh, declnve,
uatii nil action, Ibey Jr.ncw tbe history of the
past, they wercalivo to *11 tbo diflhultiea and al[be duties of the present, and they ac^dfromtho
frtt sd if tho future were all open beforojthem,l'cjton Kandolr h was ur.inimoualy chosen rro-
sidct-t ; < -barltn Thompson was ai POitted -ocre-

t arr. In tu< h a constellation, it would bo invidious
to point out the blight particular, ^ats. Ut mo
o ) j lv sav, what noneoancontidorinjusiuo to others,j that George Washington vi* one the number

Tfcc i rocccd'ugs ol the assembly .tfet: '..t o iii32 *
by relipious cbservanses, ard devout supp ic.i.iona
to tho Jbrcno of draco for tho irspiriUou of wl-dom and tho spirit of good counsels
On tho f.ccond day o'. the ststion it wai l

tlitt. a committee shouil bo appointed to slate tne
r:cbts of tho colonies, tho in«wnc< s in whio l .hose
r'rhts bad been violated, anl tho mean! Proper to
l<T;.v,rrucd for tlieir restora'ion, and aruber com-u.'itttc to ticmine and repcrt u^on ^lutes of tbo i.nglish Parliament Wutoh hadbecn

, atftfi, a fleet1ng tho tradi and laaiufaotures of tbecolecle's. The momben of these ocmmittocs vrero
choten on tbo following di-y. Imuicdi itely af.or-
wardt < or.'|rc8» tock up, a?: tho -ouulation of their
iircetcdings. coitaia roaolutu na adopted, J^tb«forot' o time ei their aasomblint;, by delegates from
tcwr.s in tho oeunty of SuH^lk, an! cspeeidly tho

t0So.tInBTneea. Iy victim of the infliction or
b7 the n other country, the ear-y chari'v:oa ^Ar «r.ep.a libcr^'-Hostc*5. 1 1 v.?.h in th'J ,jas»»r' maj be now iiurp'.'sed by otier cities,
in

"
Vu .r j,

. commerce a.vl w«aHh, yet she can-
-1 u.l's . '. iti tbo u f.oan o[ hor o»riy rovolu-

.vhi will e ard ncltaowledgftd,V lb . "'t rid .th st1' I. as the origin and orn£. . (t Met BI d i >ti tier, of tho rights ef the
'i > crcT. fro»acS upon herC

r v aL *s: , n tion; it only mide her
r -' ii.i c

*
c
*

fti.d p' ' on a faco of greater
, .'.r.Tfj

'

Th j P. rliament pourodI 'dnf ['or Jdtts irdlgratic.n It only held her up

lull -ia -Uto the sea, and be no moro reiuomborod

kiS!b, those car'y rrojcclingsofthe flUl-
icns of ii jsti n, and other i::babitanti of the

0 "nffelk. deserve to be written where all^ritymaT, Lt^ve 'of Toya^T^by0tbe 'first d°.Sjfhc°dSSrIn the cuu.'-. of liberty, Joseph Warreti.
u- wli' thai he who wi<- r.ot leng attcrwareU to falli' t"« d ' r.co «f tbo lit. i y ot i is country, ar. l to
kbI i lf lovo cfthatc unity with hli bloo .i, lull ot
;tl| i i j-.f" | \ heu 1 bo tho bearer eij', J ,w r t ranees to tilO I'. "lOneRta'dYi of ta4t Kie M i.i «il;ind. No caoomium, no anlogy upontbv rotate f which 1 b*ve ttto honor to bo a ei:'2C.i,

r i exee<d t b >t w!:ieh is cxprcs'^d ii tftounasi-
>: f v " r< o'" :oti ci tho Cr^t Am>«ri:»n Cungr#M» o»the i vh el < 'ci-ober, 177!, in these words

c'Tf'J Thut this Ctr.iir s a; rove thu oppf'1'-10.r\ l!.e ' buf.tts jmv t> tbe r ji-cu'Mi of .b« l»*
m ' f Tf I lit: ar.il it' ti » -i «« «b«'' b"
to be eanied into »secu.te-n by fewt,f *"
Ar . i n.-bt to lurport tb-m lu tbeir er? M i >

lu stier eB, I will not behove tt*tlha*ooiinfi'J,0®"»< .».' fiaSB-'tt1 er true chHrar^e .

f ( j 0fS «f herialf, and^n^ith.lcn«"o hcrr?bouW she temporarily oroil that be enga to
|h< iht of hor M.

fUj. ihould she, which heaven avert,
be wifiiug to threw ofl her erigiaal and all-Ameri-

X


